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Goool Mews?

Aim: Tolook at what the Gospd is and how we
can best explainit.

Objectives: At the end of the session the group
should:
Be able to state the Gospel clearly.

Per sonally Speaking...

Writing thisjust after Christmas gives me a good
chance to reflect on the Good News that is
celebrated at this time of year. In today' s society
it seemsthat Christmasisjust another timeto
over indulge, spend more money than you have
available and catch up with the relatives that
you moved 200 miles to be away from. (I don’t
have any relatives in this category...)

A stablein Israel some 2000 years ago seems to
bear no relation to today’ s Christmas activity.
Santa Claus means more to most than Christ.

| became a Christian when | was seven after my
Mum told me and my sister about Jesus. She told
me that Jesus could forgive me for all the bad
things that | had done (even seven year olds sin)
and comeinto my heart and be my friend. | don’t
think the Gospel can be explained much more
simply than that. Snce that time | have grown in
my relationship with Jesus. | think I know him
better than | did. | know how much he loves me,
warts and all. Yet heis also changing me,
challenging the way | think and the things | do.
Knowing Jesus means that you have to change,
you can’'t stay the same. Bad habits, thoughts
and attitudes need to be examined and changed
as Jesus points them out.

Santa only wants to know if you have been
naughty or nice. Jesus gets alongside and helps
you improve the nice and helps you get rid of the
naughty. The Good News is that Jesus came into
the world to seek the naughty. When he died on
the cross he proclaimed to the world that he
would take their naughtiness and exchange it for
niceness and more. Santa’ s presents don’t even
come close.

Beforehand...

Before the session gather together Gospel tracts.
(Good and Bad!). Y ou will need enough for each
group member to have at least one. Also needed
isalarge sheet of paper and marker pen for a
‘brainstorm’.

TheSession:

Before you can tell others about your faith you
have to know yourself what you believe. What is
at the heart of what you believe? The word
Gospel isan old English word that means * Good
News . What does it mean to the group here and
Now.

Warming Up - Attractive.

Hand out the tracts to the groups members and
ask them, in groups of three, to look through the
tracts they have. (If you have ‘repeats’ ask the
group to get together with people who have
different tracts from them.)

Ask each group to pick out the main points that
go to make up the *Good News' in the tracts.
Can they identify the common e ements?

After 5-10 minutes get back together and use the
large sheet to ‘brainstorm’ an outline for a
Gospel message. Try and take contributions
from everyone.

Over toyou - The Three Minute Gospel.

Give each of the group a pen anda copy of the
handout headed ‘ The Three Minute Gospel’.
Ask them to write the gospel in their own words
incorporating the things already discussed in
Attractive. If they know any relevant scripture
passages they could include them in their gospel
- their gospel shouldn’'t just be alist of bible
verses though. There are some passages for them
to look up if they want to.

When they have finished seeif one or two of the
braver group members would be willing to read
out what they have written - they have no more



than three minutes to say what they want to say.
(If the offerings are then discussed make sure to
go by the “if you can’t say something nice, say
nothing at all” rule.)

Pulling It Together.

This session has laid some groundwork to
understanding the Gospel.

Hopefully the group now know the Gospel a bit
better and are able to explain it's magjor point’s
clearly. Thisisjust the start! Central to the
Gospel isthe man Jesus. When we tell the
Gospel to others we are also talking to men and
women. Each person isan individual and God
deals with each of us according to who we are.
Therefore rattling off the contents of atract or
handy aid to remembering the Gospel is not
necessarily going to have a good effect. When
sharing the Gospdl it is asimportant to listen to
the person we are with asit isto talk. We need
tofitin to theright part of their lives, at the right
time and the right way.

We may only have a‘walk on part’ in someone’s
journey towards God. Put it can be avita part.



THE THREC
MINATE GOSPEL

Romans 3:23
James 2:10
Romans 6:23
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9
Romans 8:1
John 1:12
Isaiah 53:6
Hebrews 7:25
Romans 14:9
Luke 9:23
John 6:37

1 John 5:13
John 3:16
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